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Women’s Philanthropy Movement 



A Brief History

• Late 1970’s/early 1980’s – women’s funding movement began
– Only 3% of all philanthropic dollars went to women & girls 

• 1985 – 19 highly diverse women leaders created Dallas Women’s 
Foundation
– Mission to increase investment in women & girls

• 2017 – Now 120 women’s funds in 30 countries worldwide
– Granting $300+million/year
– And still…only 7% of all philanthropic dollars go to women & 

girls
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The Ripple Effect 

Women’s Foundations base their 
work on the belief that when you 

invest in a woman, there is a ripple 
effect that benefits her family, her 

community and her world. 



The Rise of the Ripple Effect

Women’s philanthropy is a 
movement that stands for 

equality, justice, peace and a 
sustainable world for all.

Women & Philanthropy:  Boldly Shaping a Better World 
(2010), Sondra Shaw-Hardy & Martha A. Taylor



The Rise of the Ripple Effect

Creating better opportunities for 
women and girls makes good 
economic sense and increases 

development prospects…

The World Bank, 2011 World Development Report 



The Rise of the Ripple Effect

Investing in women is an 
economically 
sound 
strategy



Women Leaders,
Women Philanthropists 



Melinda Gates 
Co-founder – Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation

The path out of poverty 
begins when the next 
generation can access 
quality healthcare and a 
great education.

Co-creator of The Giving 
Pledge in 2010All lives have equal value 

we are impatient optimists 
working

to reduce inequity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Earned wealth – and Born in Dallas.  Attended Ursuline Academy. the path out of poverty begins when the next generation can access quality healthcare and a great education. In developing countries, we focus on improving people’s health and wellbeing, helping individuals lift themselves out of hunger and extreme poverty. In the United States, we seek to ensure that all people—especially those with the fewest resources—can access the opportunities they need to succeed in school and life. Most recent gift announced at Global Family Planning Summit, in London on July 20, 2017:  Additional $375M to family planning – increase of 60% to Gates Foundation’s family planning fundingIn a press release, Gates said:Access to contraceptives changes everything. Women are freer to work outside the home, earn an income, and contribute to the economy. Mothers and fathers can devote more resources to their kids’ health and education-setting them up for a more productive future. Multiply that by millions of families, and you see why contraceptives are one of the greatest antipoverty innovations the world has ever known-and one of the smartest investments countries can make. 



Co-founders of NoVo Foundation

Mission is to foster 
transformation from a world of 
domination and exploitation to 
one of collaboration and 
partnership

• Start with one of the most  
powerful and untapped 
forces on the planet: girls

Jennifer & Peter Buffett

https://novofoundation.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
JOURNALIST, PHILANTHROPIC LEADER AND CHANGE MAKEROur mission is to foster a transformation from a world of domination and exploitation to one of collaboration and partnership.We start with one of the most powerful and untapped forces on the planet: girls. Working systemically, we invest in the world's largest under-valued asset by Advancing Adolescent Girls' Rights in the U.S. and Global South. Their lives will determine our future.�Girls of color are the leading experts in their own lives.After a year of conversations across the country to hear directly from girls of color, as well as movement leaders, organizers, and advocates of all ages, we have launched our seven-year strategy to deepen our work to support the movement for girls of color.

https://novofoundation.org/
https://novofoundation.org/
https://novofoundation.org/


Executive Director of Ripple 
Effect Images

Secures donated funds to 
cover costs of photography 
and video for aid organizations

• In 2016, aid partners 
raised $14 for every $1 
invested in the cost of 
storytelling

Annie Griffiths

http://rippleeffectimages.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USING TALENTS TO ELEVATE ISSUES AND RAISE MONEY6 years.  24 aid organizations.  $10 million raised and distributed.The world-class photographic team at Ripple Effect Images has helped dozens of aid organizations tell their stories. Inspiring support from foundations, grants and individual donors, Ripple Effect Images’ photos and videos have captured the attention of hearts and minds all over the world.  More investment scales life-changing programs for women and girls globally. That’s the Ripple Effect.In 2016, our aid partners report raising $14 for every $1 invested in the cost of compelling storytelling.Annie GriffithsExecutive Director | PhotographerAnnie Griffiths was one of the first women photographers to work for National Geographic. She has covered women’s issues on six continents, and her work has also been featured in LIFE, Geo, Smithsonian, Time, Stern, and many other publications. Her books include A Camera, Two Kids and a Camel and Last Stand: America’s Virgin Lands, done in partnership with acclaimed author Barbara Kingsolver. Proceeds from the book have raised more than a quarter million dollars for grassroots land conservation. Annie is deeply committed to photographing innovative aid programs around the world. For more than two decades, she has dedicated a portion of each year to documenting the important work of aid organizations. 

http://rippleeffectimages.org/


CEO and co-founder of Global 
Health Corps

Mobilizes emerging leaders to 
build movement for health 
equity

• 216 fellows from 12 
countries placed since 
2009

• Work with nonprofit and 
government health orgs 

Barbara Pierce Bush

www.ghcorps.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USING POWER AND ACCESS …and unconventional methods…to innovate and transformBarbara Bush is CEO and co-founder of Global Health Corps, an organization that mobilizes a global community of emerging leaders to build the movement for health equity. Since 2009, Global Health Corps has placed 216 fellows from twelve countries to work with non-profit and government health organizations like Partners In Health and the Clinton Health Access Initiative in Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi, Rwanda, Zambia and the United States. Before joining GHC, Bush worked in Educational Programming at the Smithsonian Institution’s Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, where she supported design thinking programs for high school students and faculty across the US. She has worked for Red Cross Children’s Hospital in Capetown, South Africa and interned for UNICEF in Botswana. Bush is a member of UNICEF’s Next Generation Steering Committee and is on the Board of Directors of Covenant House International, PSI and Friends of the Global Fight for AIDS, TB and Malaria. She is a Draper Richards Foundation Social Entrepreneur and a fellow of the Echoing Green Foundation, which selected Global Health Corps as one of the 14 most innovative social start-ups worldwide out of 1500 applicants. Bush graduated from Yale University with a degree in Humanities in 2004.

http://www.ghcorps.org/


Dallas entrepreneur & 
philanthropist; LH Holdings and 
Lyda Hill Foundation

“Science is the answer”

• Funds game-changing 
advances in science & 
nature; empowers 
nonprofits; and improves 
communities

Signed The Giving Pledge in 2010

Lyda Hill 

https://lydahillfoundation.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOW SOME OTHER LOCAL TEXAS HEROESLyda Hill – entrepreneur, philanthropist and one of the few women to make the 2013 Philanthropy list of most generous donors…and Forbes’ 2014 list of top 15 entrepreneurs who give back to the communityChair of LH Holdings, a private investment firm, and Lyda Hill FoundationNotable gifts:$50M to University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center’s MOON SHOTS proram, which aims to combat and eliminate cancer$20M to her alma mater, The Hockaday School, to fund a STEAM Program $10M to UT Southwestern Medical CenterAs well as notable gifts to revitalize communities near to her (Dallas and Colorado Springs):Perot Museum of Nature & ScienceGarden of the Gods Nature Center

https://lydahillfoundation.org/


Established  her Foundation 
to address disparities faced 
by Latinas in the U.S.

• “Latinas are one of the 
nation’s greatest 
untapped resources” 

Focus on access to education 
and entrepreneurship

Eva Longoria

http://www.evalongoriafoundation.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USING CELEBRITY AS LEVERAGE – and staying true to her roots(Corpus Christi, Texas!)The Foundation’s work:Latinas in the U.S. are a rapidly growing group with extraordinary potential, yet they disproportionately lack educational opportunities and face economic challenges:27% of Latinas live below the poverty line1 in 3 Latinas drops out of high schoolOnly 15% of adult Latinas hold college degreesDespite these discouraging statistics, we are optimistic about the future. Ambitious and hardworking, Latinas are one of the nation’s greatest untapped resources:80% of Latina teens in the U.S. aspire to go to collegeIn recent years, Latina-owned businesses have increased at 8X the rate of businesses owned by menOur vision is to empower Latinas to reach their potential through education and entrepreneurship. The Eva Longoria Foundation’s programs help Latinas excel in school and attend college. Additionally, we provide Latina entrepreneurs with career training, mentorship, capital and opportunity. By investing in Latinas, we hope to build a stronger future for our country.

http://www.evalongoriafoundation.org/
http://www.evalongoriafoundation.org/
http://www.evalongoriafoundation.org/


Founder, funder and Executive 
Director of Texas Muslim 
Women’s Foundation

Established first culturally 
appropriate domestic violence 
shelter for Muslim women and 
their children

• Organized Muslim women; 
engaged religious leaders

• Established and maintains 
interfaith dialog

Hind Jarrah, PhD

http://tmwf.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From a successful career to living a mission as ambassador of the peaceful, caring Muslim communityCourageous and visionary founder, funder and long time Executive Director of Texas Muslim Women’s FoundationWho We Are: Muslim Women for All WomenIn 2005, against the backdrop of a post-9/11 world, a diverse group of Muslim women representing different countries came together to launch Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation. Our goal: as Muslim women, to stand for peace and to make a positive contribution to the community in which we live.  From that meeting, Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation was born, along with our mission to empower all women and their families. We believe that by promoting and supporting women and their families, we can build stronger communities based in cultural awareness and understanding.Since 2005, Texas Muslim Women’s Foundation has been an ambassador of the peaceful, caring Muslim community. Our core program areas are:Social ServicesFamily ViolenceZahra Khan Support ProgramYouth ProgramEducationInterfaith Outreach

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=hind+jarrah&id=89827319482B325518D0D965EF8DF6862826B18B&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=hind+jarrah&id=89827319482B325518D0D965EF8DF6862826B18B&FORM=IQFRBA
http://tmwf.org/


Olivia Henry

9-year-old CEO of her nonprofit, 
Livanthropy, based in Oakland, CA

Inspired by those who helped when 
her mother was sick, she vowed to 
give back when her mother was 
better

• 2014 - 1,000 umbrellas 

• 2015 - Toiletries for homeless

• 2016- Toys and diapers to 
shelters

http://www.liveanthropy.org
#livelife

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PHILANTHROPY – You’re never too young to start!My name is Olivia,  but you can call me Liv- I am 9 years old and the CEO of my organization Livanthropy.  3 years ago, my Mommy was diagnosed with a rare form of blood cancer. So many people helped us while she was sick and I vowed to give back when she was better, and now she is better!!  Right after she went into remission we started giving back- we collected almost 1,000 umbrellas and gave them to families who needed them in Oakland and San Leandro. Last year, we collected toiletries for the homeless; this year we gave toys and diapers to shelters around town. We also launched Livanthropy- my non profit organization where giving will change the world!  I’m making it my mission to be grateful for what I have, to teach others to #livlife in the moment and always give back to change the world! I hope to inspire other children to do the same and couldn’t do any of this without the support of my Livanthropy team and YOU! Thanks! 

http://www.liveanthropy.org/


Our Donors:  4,000 Strong

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AND LET ME INTRODUCE YOU TO ABOUT 4,000 OTHER WOMEN PHILANTHROPISTS IN NORTH TEXAS AND THE STATE:  OUR DONORS!They contribute to Dallas Women’s Foundation….     Only foundation in North Texas solely focused on women and girls.  Our mission is to invest in women and girls and empower women’s philanthropy…to build a better world.  Thus our tagline:  Strong Women. Better World.DWF TodayLargest regional women’s fund of the 120 women’s foundations worldwide with $34M in assets$36.5M in grants over 32 years$4.5M in grants for fiscal year ended June 30, 2017Up from $2.5 in grants for fiscal year ended June 30, 2012
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Embracing Leadership and Philanthropy:

Your Power to Change the World



Strong women.
Better world.

1. Change things for the better

2. Create new solutions to problems; be 
entrepreneurial through philanthropy

The Six Cs of Women’s Giving*

*Women & Philanthropy:  
Boldly Shaping a Better World 
(2010)  Sondra Shaw-Hardy & 



Strong women.
Better world.

3.Commit through volunteerism to the 
organizations that share your vision; give to 
organizations where you have volunteered

4.Connect with the human faces that your gifts 
affect; build a partnership with people 
connected with the projects you fund

The Six Cs of Women’s Giving*

*Women & Philanthropy:  
Boldly Shaping a Better World 
(2010)  Sondra Shaw-Hardy & 



Strong women.
Better world.

5. Collaborate with others – often other women 
– as part of a larger effort; seek to avoid 
duplication, competition and waste

6.Celebrate – have fun together, celebrate 
women’s accomplishments, enjoy the deeper 
meaning of women’s philanthropy

The Six Cs of Women’s Giving*

*Women & Philanthropy:  
Boldly Shaping a Better World 
(2010)  Sondra Shaw-Hardy & 



Strong women.
Better world.

1.Focus on your passion:  What is the 
change in the world you seek to make?

2.Research possibilities:  Who is working in 
this space? What ideas have potential? 

Ready to Start?



Strong women.
Better world.

3. Get involved:  Volunteer with an 
organization that reflects your passion 
and interests.

4. Remember that every dollar and every 
hour you give make you a philanthropist! 

Ready to Start?



https://www.dallaswomensfdn.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I urge you to be the Strong Women making this a Better World!Now, let me take your questions.   
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