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Enlightened Leadership for the Future: 
Leading in the Lone Star State 

Leadership Texas is the longest-running and most successful women’s leadership program in the country.  With 
more than 38 years in action, Leadership Texas puts women on a path to access and learn from influencers across 
the state – and become one themselves.  Participants explore beyond the silos of career, family and local 
community to focus on and learn about the future of our state and global community. 

As a leader today, or an aspiring leader of tomorrow, this innovative program helps women embrace their own 
powerful journey.  Incorporating interactive learning opportunities and engagements with leading edge innovators 
and subject matter experts across industries and geographies, this is a one-of-a-kind experience.  Participants can 
expect to exponentially broaden their network and understanding of the issues facing Texas and its place in the 
world.  Corpus Christi, San Antonio and Tyler– together we will explore each of these communities in unexpected 
ways. 

Join us and: 
 learn about new leadership models and best practices 
 deepen your understanding of the unique cultures, resources and opportunities of these Texas communities 
 broaden your perspective on national issues and challenges 
 be a part of a diverse, influential network of women and create new collaborative possibilities  
 be empowered to share your new insights learnings to increase your personal impact at your workplace or 

community. 

Welcome to the enlightened leadership for the future of Texas.  Welcome to Leadership Texas 2020/2021! 

With Special thanks to the Sponsors of Leadership Women. 
These corporations believe in helping women advance and achieve. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.womensresources.org/LT.asp
http://www.ti.com/


 

Leadership Texas 2020 & 2021 
Session One – Corpus Christi, Texas 

June 3-5, 2021 
 

The Omni Corpus  Hotel 
900 North Shoreline Boulevard 

Corpus Christi, TX  78401 
Ph:  (361) 887-1600 

 
Appreciation to Our Session Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks to the Dallas Graduates: 
Gina Prince Bryant, LT’14, LW Corpus Christi Regional Ambassador 

Debbie Lindsey-Opel, LT’10 
 
 

Thursday, June 3, 2021 
Suggested Dress:  Business Casual (Daytime); Beach Casual (Dinner) 

Time/Location Event Pillar 

2:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

Registration Available 
 

 

3:00 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 

 
 

Welcome & Overview of Session 
 Heidi Murray, Chief Operating Officer, Leadership Women, Inc.  
 Linda Crompton, President & CEO, Leadership Women, Inc. 

 

3:30 p.m. 
to 4:15 p.m. 

 
 

Interactive Workshop: All the Power is In the Room 
 Facilitated by Debbie Lindsey-Opel, LT’10, Senior Strategist, Strategic 

Public Affairs 
DEBBIE LINDSEY-OPEL began her career in South Texas more than 30 years ago. With 
extensive knowledge and experience working with government as well as issues related to 
retail, development, construction, and workforce, she has served in numerous roles with the 
City of Corpus Christi including that of Chief of Staff for Mayor Mary Rhodes. Following 
her work with the City, she went to work for Texas’ premiere grocery retailer, H-E-B, as 
Director for Public Affairs for South Texas. Her primary focus was developing external 
communications and community engagement strategies. After her work with HEB, she 
served on the Corpus Christi City Council.  Debbie has served in a variety of civic leadership 
roles in the region. Some of these roles include serving as a Board Member of the Corpus 
Christi Business and Jobs Development Corporation, a Steering Team Member for the Bold 
Future for the Coastal Bend, a Board Member of the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce, 
Chair and Board Member of the United Way of the Coastal Bend and Chair and Board 
Member of the American Heart Association. She is a graduate of Leadership Corpus Christi 
and Leadership Texas. Debbie is recognized for her innovation, perception, and her ability 

  



 

Time/Location Event Pillar 

to work well with diverse, multi-stakeholder groups. Her strengths include outreach 
activities, strategic planning and communications consulting. 

4:15 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 

Break  

4:30 p.m.  
to 5:45 p.m. 

The Women Leaders Guiding Corpus Christi through the Pandemic 
 Mayor Paulette Guajardo, Mayor, City of Corpus Christi 
 Barbara Canales, County Judge, Nueces County 
 Annette Rodriguez, Health Director, Corpus Christi Nueces County 

Public Health District 
PAULETTE M. GUAJARDO serves as the 58th Mayor of Corpus Christi and is committed 
to the City’s growth and economic prosperity. Mayor Guajardo is at the helm of a vibrant 
community rooted in culture, faith, and a rich history of service. Born and raised in Corpus 
Christi, Mayor Guajardo was a two-term Councilmember and a successful small business 
owner for 15 years. Mayor Guajardo holds a business degree from Texas A&M Corpus 
Christi, studied at Del Mar College, and is a proud Flour Bluff Hornet. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, Mayor Guajardo led the City of Corpus Christi’s Saving Our Seniors 
Homebound Program, which has become model program adopted by Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott to vaccinate homebound seniors. She created the Connect Our Kids Program, a city-
wide plan to bridge the digital divide, formed the Small Business Pandemic Relief Fund, and 
formed the Mayor’s Food Bank Taskforce to support residents through the pandemic. Mayor 
Guajardo is focused on building the economy, strengthening public safety, improving city 
infrastructure, and redefining the City’s role in public health. She is committed to moving 
the City forward in a new era of progress. Mayor Guajardo is a devoted mother and wife 
dedicated to preserving the values of faith and family that make Corpus Christi a wonderful 
place to call home. 

BARBARA CANALES was elected Nueces County Judge on November 6, 2018. She was 
born and raised in Corpus Christi, Texas. Barbara was valedictorian of the W. B. Ray High 
School graduating class of 1984. She was offered a Presidential Scholarship Award to attend 
the University of Texas (UT). She earned a degree in Petroleum Engineering from U.T. in 
1989. Barbara went to the University of Houston School of Law and earned her Juris 
Doctorate degree in 1992. From 1992 to 2004, Barbara was co-owner of an independent oil 
and gas exploration and production company active in the development of natural gas 
reserves in South Texas. In 2004, she formed her own exploration and production company, 
Canales Exploration LLC; and later became a partner in the real estate investment firm 
Mother Ocean LLC. Barbara also maintained an active law practice in Corpus Christi until 
her 2018 election to become Nueces County Judge. Barbara served as the Nueces County 
appointee to the Port of Corpus Christi Commission for three terms. She was an officer of 
the Port Commission when she resigned from that position after taking office as Nueces 
County Judge on January 1, 2019. Barbara is the mother of five adult children - Caroline, 
David, Natalie, Daniel and Jacqueline. She has a long history of civic and community 
engagement in Nueces County. 

ANNETTE RODRIGUEZ has served as Health Director for the Corpus Christi Nueces 
County Public Health District (CCNCPHD) since 2002. Rodriquez previously served as the 
Assistant Director of Public Health, as well as a Certified Infection Control Practitioner for 
Christus Spohn Healthcare Systems. Annette received her undergraduate degree from the 
University of Texas at Austin and a Master of Public Health degree from the University of 
Texas Health Science Center, School of Public Health. Annette leads the CCNCPHD in its 
efforts to prevent disease, promote wellness and protect the public by creating initiatives 
such as a health vaccination clinic in a local mall to combat the H1N1 virus pandemic in 
Nueces County. She is currently serving as the secretary/treasurer for the Texas Association 
of City and County Health Organizations (TACCHO) and has been involved with the 
American Heart Association, American Diabetes Association and Mayor’s Fitness 
Committee. Her personal and professional interests center on family, health, corporate 
wellness initiatives and funding programs to fight the debilitating diseases of diabetes and 
obesity. 

 



 

Time/Location Event Pillar 

5:45 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. 

Break  

6:30 p.m.  
to 8:00 p.m. 

Walk to Dinner – Water Street Seafood Market 
FAMILY OWNED, LOCALLY LOVED.  Water Street Seafood Market opened their first 
restaurant in 1983 in Downtown Corpus Christi, just blocks from the bay, on Water Street.  
Today, they've expanded that excitement to an iconic live music venue and burger joint, the ONLY 
Surf Museum in Texas, multiple on-site venues, a food truck, and other great local attractions. 

 

8:00 p.m. Day One Concludes.  

 
 

Friday, June 4, 2021 

Suggested Dress:  Business Casual.    

Time/Location Event Pillar 

7:30 a.m. 
to 8:15 a.m. 

Breakfast at the Hotel 
 

 

8:15 a.m. 
to 8:45 a.m. 

 
 
 

The Environmental Health of Our Gulf Coast 
 Gail Sutton, MS, Associate Director for Institutional Initiatives, Finance 

and Administration, Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico 
Studies, Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi  

GAIL SUTTON is the Associate Director for Institutional Initiatives, Finance and 
Administration for the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies (HRI) at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi.A 16-year veteran of the banking industry, Sutton joined 
HRI immediately after its founding to manage the finances and daily operations of the 
fledgling institute. Sutton focuses on budgeting, grant management and improving both 
product and efficiency to maximize the research capacity of the Institute’s scientists and 
researchers, both in the laboratory and in the field. In addition, Sutton manages special 
programs that do not fall under the Institute’s traditional research areas, including Texas 
OneGulf, the first Center of Excellence established in the state after the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill to ensure the long-term environmental and economic health of the Gulf of Mexico. 
Sutton’s signature project is the “Sink Your Shucks” Oyster Recycling Program, the first 
restoration program in Texas to reclaim oyster shells from local restaurants to build substrate 
for new reefs and habitat for fish, crabs and other organisms. The effort reflects Sutton’s 
longstanding interest in pioneering fisheries restoration programs that boast long-term 
economic stability in addition to environmental benefits.  Sutton received her M.S. in 
Fisheries and Mariculture and a B.B.A. in Banking and Finance from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi. 

 

8:45 a.m. 
to 9:15 a.m. 

 

A Pearl of Leadership from the Humble Oyster 
 Natasha Breaux, MS, Research Specialist II, Harte Research Institute 

for Gulf of Mexico Studies, Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi 
NATASHA “TASHA” BREAUX is a Research Specialist under Dr. Pollack. Tasha 
received a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation from the University of Florida in 2009 
and worked as a Fisheries Biologist in Louisiana before pursuing her M.S. in Marine Biology 
at Texas A&M University- Corpus Christi (2017). Her research interests include benthic and 
restoration ecology, and the role of freshwater inflow and salinity change on estuarine 
ecosystems. Her current work includes a research project examining trophic dynamics in 
Baffin Bay, Texas using faunal community and stable isotope analyses. 

 

https://www.waterstmarketcc.com/


 

Time/Location Event Pillar 

9:30 a.m. 

 
6300 Ocean Dr. 

HRI Building 
Unit 5869 

Depart for the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies (HRI) 
HRI is set apart from other marine research institutions by its use of the HRI Model, a unique 
interdisciplinary way of working that integrates our science with economic, policy and 
sociological expertise. While HRI’s solutions are science-driven, the challenges facing the 
Gulf of Mexico can't be solved by science working alone. HRI scientists are encouraged to 
think broadly and pursue partnerships to create lasting solutions. 

 Founded by a generous donation from local newspaper publisher and noted conservationist 
Ed Harte, the Harte Research Institute (HRI) for Gulf of Mexico Studies at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi has spent the last two decades working to ensure an ecologically 
and economically sustainable Gulf of Mexico. They've grown from an idea to a $15 million 
international research institute supporting nine diverse research programs and 135 students, 
staff and researchers. 

 

10:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. 

 

The Work of the Harte Research Institute 
Rotating Stations Examining 

• Oyster Life Cycle/Oyster Recycling Process 
• Water Quality 
• Oyster Reefs as Habitat 
• How and Why We Bag Shell 

 

12:00 p.m. 

 
Ortiz Center 

402 Harbor Dr. 

Depart for the Port of Corpus Christi 
The Port of Corpus Christi has been in operation since 1926 and has since become the 3rd 
largest port in the United States, based on total revenue tonnage, and the 2nd largest 
exporter of crude oil. The Port boasts a 47-foot-deep channel, three Class I railroads – 
BNSF, KCS, and UP – and a location adjacent to connecting Texas highways Interstate 37 
and Highway 181. With all these assets at our disposal, their mission is and always will be 
to leverage commerce to drive prosperity for Corpus Christi and the coastal bend. 

 

12:30 p.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 

Lunch at the Port of Corpus Christi 
Keynote Speaker 
 The Honorable Todd Hunter, Representative, District 32, Texas House of 

Representatives 
TODD A HUNTER is currently serving in his ninth term in the Texas House of 
Representatives. He was first elected to the Texas House in 1988 and retired from public 
service in 1997, so he could dedicate more time to raising his three young children with his 
wife, Alexis. He is an attorney at The Law Office of Todd A. Hunter, PLLC in Corpus 
Christi.  Born in Bartlesville, Oklahoma in 1953, Todd earned his bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Kansas in 1975 and his J.D. from Southern Methodist University Dedman 
School of Law in 1978. He has lived in the Corpus Christi area for almost 40 years, where 
he met and married his wife, the former Alexis Taylor. For the 85th Legislative Session, 
Hunter is the Chairman of the Calendar Committee, Vice Chair and a member of the Criminal 
Jurisprudence Committee, and a member of the County Affairs Committee. During his 
previous terms in the legislature, Hunter served as Chairman of the House Committee on 
Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence and the House Committee on Civil Practices and was a 
key player in important issues such as tort reform and education. He served on numerous 
important House committees, including the Corrections, Human Services, Redistricting, 
General Investigating and Ethics, Ways and Means, Elections, Urban Affairs and Higher 
Education committees. Additionally, Todd served on the powerful Appropriations 
Committee for two terms and was named Chairman of the Subcommittee on Education and 
Vice Chair of the State Affairs Committee. 

  

2:00 p.m. 
to 2:15 p.m. 

Break   



 

Time/Location Event Pillar 

2:15 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

 
   
 
 

Leveraging Leadership & Commerce to Drive Impact 
 Sean Strawbridge, CEO, Port of Corpus Christi 
SEAN STRAWBRIDGE has over 25 years of experience in the global transportation and 
energy sectors in both public administration and private sector disciplines, holding senior 
leadership roles in Business & Corporate Development, Large Infrastructure Development, 
Capital Structuring, Finance, and Public Private Partnerships. In his role as CEO of the Port 
of Corpus Christi, Sean leads the third largest U.S. port in total revenue tonnage. A veteran 
of world-class organizations such as the Port of Long Beach, Ports America Group, Oxbow 
Energy, and Sea-Land Service, Sean has written extensively on the evolving marine terminal 
and vessel shipping paradigms and has been globally recognized for his industry knowledge 
and large network of professional relationships. Sean is an active member of the South Texas 
Military Task Force, as well as the USCG Area Maritime Security Committee. He is 
committed to his community and serves on the Buccaneer Commission, United Corpus 
Christi Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, USS Lexington Board of Directors, and 
the Art Museum of South Texas Board of Directors. Sean holds a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Accounting from Arizona State University. He has lived abroad and has conducted 
business in over 40 countries. 

 

3:00 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Environmental Leadership in the Partnership of Environmental Protection 
& Commerce  
 Sarah Garza, Director of Environmental Planning and Compliance  
SARAH GARZA is the Director of the Environmental Planning & Compliance Department 
at the Port of Corpus Christi Authority. Ms. Garza has played a critical role at the Port of 
Corpus Christi since 2002. Her current responsibilities include overseeing environmental 
compliance, environmental management, and long-range environmental planning, 
development, and permitting as it pertains to the Port’s Environmental Policy which has five 
key environmental precepts: air quality; water quality; soils and sediment quality; wildlife 
habitat; and environmental sustainability. This Environmental Policy was developed under 
her leadership and approved by the Port Commission and included these five precepts to 
ensure that all current and future operations and activities are sustainable and incorporate the 
Port’s environmental stewardship goals.  Ms. Garza led the development and implementation 
of the Environmental Management System, established at the Port of Corpus Christi in 2004 
in accordance with ISO 14001 Standard.  Under Ms. Garza’s leadership, the Environmental 
Planning & Compliance Department has developed exceptional environmental sustainability 
improvements including the Clean Equipment Program, storm sewer runoff enhancement 
projects, Air Monitoring Network at the Bulk Terminal, Geographic Information System 
(GIS) mapping of environmental aspects within Port properties, and the Tenant Audit 
Program. She continues to support the Port’s efforts as an environmental pioneer for all other 
ports around the nation. Her tenacity to include diverse aspects of the Port operations and 
Port employees has resulted in several environmental recognitions. Ms. Garza accepted the 
2017 Texas Environmental Excellence Award, with special recognition by Governor Greg 
Abbott, on behalf of the Port’s efforts in pollution prevention. 

 

3:30 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 

Break   

4:00 p.m.    

2710 N. 
Shoreline Blvd, 
Corpus Christi, 

TX 78402 

Depart for Texas State Aquarium 
The idea for the Texas State Aquarium was conceptualized by its founders early on to 
focus on the species in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. The exhibits would 
contain representatives of the area’s main marine ecosystems. The Gulf of Mexico 
opened in 1990 with a commencement from former President Bush speaking to a front 
lawn packed full of supporting visitors. After years in the making, the Caribbean 
Journey, part of the original vision, opened its doors in 2017. The Caribbean Journey 
doubles the size of the aquarium and provides homes to an exciting collection of sea and 
land creatures. It is here that you can break into the mesmerizing secrets of the 
underwater and jungle world. For those wishing to spend time in an extraordinary place, 

 



 

Time/Location Event Pillar 

a promising unforgettable experience awaits.  The Texas State Aquarium is the perfect 
platform for people and families to learn, bond and discover together.  

4:30 p.m. 
to 5:15 p.m. 

Self-guided Tour Upon Arrival 
Please be sure to wear your Leadership Women name tag as the Aquarium will be 
closing to the public during our self-tour timing and staff will identify those who remain 
for our private event by your name tags.  

Please note – our evening event will be held in the Caribbean Jungle and Rainforest, so 
you can wait to tour that portion of the Aquarium at 5:30 p.m. 

 

5:15 p.m. 
to  5:30 p.m. 

 
The H-E-B 

Caribbean Sea 
Shark Exhibit  

(1st Level) 

Welcome to the Texas State Aquarium 
 Tom Schmid, President and CEO, Texas State Aquarium  

 
Need bio 

 

5:30 p.m. 
to 6:15 p.m. 

Leadership Texas Reception – 2nd Floor Caribbean Jungle & Rainforest  

6:15 p.m. 
to 6:45 p.m. 

Dinner Buffet Opens – 3rd Floor Caribbean Jungle Overlook  

6:45 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.  

 
Citgo Skyline 

Venue (3rd Floor) 

The Texas State Aquarium Conservation Efforts & Animal Rescue 
 Jesse Gilbert, Senior Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, Texas 

State Aquarium; Adjunct Professor, Texas A&M University, Corpus 
Christi 

 Carrie Ullmer, DVM, Lead Veterinarian, Texas State Aquarium  

  

7:30 p.m. Depart for the Hotel. 
Day Two Concludes 

 

 
 

Saturday, Jun 5, 2021 
Suggested Dress:  Travel Attire. 
Time/Location Event Pillar 

8:15 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. 

Breakfast Available  

9:00 a.m.  
to 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

“Do It Scared” 
 Kathryn Childers, Author, Speaker, Women’s History Trailblazer 
KATHRYN CHILDERS made history as one of the first five female US Secret Service 
agents hired in 1970. Kathryn joined 1,100 men in the elite 105-year-old agency where she 
shot holes in the “glass ceiling” of this man’s world investigating counterfeit, working 
undercover, and protecting the President and world leaders.  Fondly called the “pistol packin’ 
nanny,” she was charged with protecting the Kennedy children – Caroline and John Jr. – 
while traveling with Former First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Sought after on the 
national speaking circuit, Kathryn brings the perfect balance of a one-of-a-kind experience 
blended with story-telling charm and an entertaining performance.  From harrowing to 
glamorous, she takes you on a jaw-dropping ride-along sharing anecdotes of training and 
protecting some the world’s most important people. Men in the audience particularly enjoy 

 



 

hearing about training to take out assassins with her thumbs or her .357 Magnum Service 
Revolver! 

10:00 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. 

Break and Hotel Check-Out  

10:30 a.m. 
to 11:15 a.m. 

Synthesizing Your Time in Corpus: Lessons Learned 
 Heidi Murray, Chief Operating Officer, Leadership Women, Inc. 

 

11:15 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. 

Closing Comments 
 Heidi K. Murray, Chief Operating Officer, Leadership Women, Inc. 

 

11:30 a.m. Adjourn  

Session 2 – San Antonio The Omni La Mansion  Reservations:  800-THE-OMNI 
August 22-24, 2021  112 College Street, San Antonio, TX 78205 

Reservation Deadline:   Room Rates: 
Thursday, July 29, 2021  Standard Rooms- $159.00/night + 18% tax 
Online Reservation Link:  LW Omni La Mansion Reservations 

 

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/san-antonio-la-mansion-del-rio/meetings/leadership-texas-san-antonio-08212021
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